FAITH & RELIGION ITINERARY

This four-day Faith & Religion itinerary explores the spiritual
powerhouse of northern England in Durham and York, before
following in the footsteps of pilgrims through Salisbury and
Canterbury—an inspiring journey by car or train through
England’s most historic cities of faith.

Day 1 - Durham

Durham is known as the Spiritual Powerhouse of Northern England and visitors
can begin their day at the awe-inspiring Durham Cathedpral, the centrepiece of
the Northern Saints Trails and one of Europe’s greatest Romanesque churches.
Explore the resting place of St Cuthbert and the Venerable Bede, with group
tours and spiritual reflections available.

After a group lunch at the cathedral’s Undercroft Café, visit The Auckland
Project in Bishop Auckland. Once home to the powerful Prince Bishops of
Durham, you'll now find the UK’s only Faith Museum, offering a powerful

interpretation of 6,000 years of faith.

Extend your stay in the county to explore more of the Northern Saints Trails, a
network of pilgrimage routes inspired by the region’s early Christian heritage and
ancient pilgrimage routes.

Overnight in the city centre with Delta Hotels by Marriott Durham or Durham
University group-friendly accommodation, both offering coach parking and
group dining.

Travel from Durham = York (120km)
e By Train: 45m (TransPennine / CrossCountry /LNER)
e By Car: 1h 30m
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Day 2 - York

York has been a centre of faith and spiritual heritage for centuries. Dominated by
the awe-inspiring York Minster - one of the largest Gothic cathedrals in Northern
Europe - the city is steeped in religious history. Ancient churches, sacred sites,
and places of quiet reflection are woven into its streets, telling stories of
devotion across ages.

Start your day at York Minster, one of the world’s most magnificent cathedrals.
Explore its vast spaces filled with worship and music, or discover quiet corners
with hidden treasures and inspiring stories. A guided tour reveals the complete
story of York Minster, its art, history, and music as they evolved with the city
through the centuries.

In the afternoon visit The Bar Convent Living Heritage Centre, established in
1686, when Catholicism was illegal, the Bar Convent is the oldest convent in the
UK and the oldest surviving place of Catholic worship after Henry VIl closed
them all down in the 1530s.

Or take a walking tour of York’s medieval city walls & monastic sites with York’s
Hidden History Tours. Explore All Saints North Street one of York's finest
medieval church dating back to 1089, the church retains many historic features
and hosts one of the finest collections of early 15th century stained glass in the
world.

Overnight in the city centre with a choice of hotels such as Malmaison York,
Hotel du Vin York or Elmbank York.

Travel from York — Canterbury (415km)

e By Train: 3h 14m (LNER/ Southeastern)
e By Car: 4h 44m
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Day 3 - Canterbury

All England’s pilgrimages lead to Canterbury, home to the UNESCO World
Heritage site and the seat of the symbolic leader of the worldwide Anglican
Communion, where visitors can stand in the very spot that Saint Thomas Becket
was murdered.

In the morning, discover the sights that pilgrims have admired, starting with a
visit to the oldest parish church in England, St Martin’s. From here, walk up to St
Augustine’s Abbey and explore the evocative ruins of one of the most important
historical religious centres in the country. In the country, marking the rebirth of
Christianity in southern England in AD598 mark the rebirth of Christianity in
southern England.

Stop for lunch at The Foundry BrewPub, Spend the rest of the day visiting
Canterbury Cathedral, Mother Church of the worldwide Anglican Communion
and England’s oldest cathedral. The infamous murder of Thomas Becket in the
Cathedral in 1170 sparked millions of pilgrimages to Canterbury. Impressive
highlights include the Romanesque crypt dating back to the 11" century, the
12" century early Gothic quire and the stunning collection of medieval stained-
glass windows that depict miracles and royal connections.

Want to uncover more? Book an entertaining walking tour of the city with
Canterbury Guided Tours.

Overnight at the nearby Abode Canterbury, situated right on the historic,
cobbled High St for easy access to all the main sites in the city.

Travel from Canterbury — Salisbury (230km)
e By Train: 3h 45m (Southeastern/ South West Railway)
e By Car: 2h47m
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Day 4 - Salisbury

Start your day in the heart of Salisbury at Salisbury Cathedral, a place of worship,
welcome and hospitality for over 800 years. Britain’s finest 13th-century
cathedral, it inspires awe with its soaring spire, the tallest in the country, its
peaceful cloisters, and treasures including the world’s oldest working clock
(1386) and the best-preserved original Magna Carta. More than a masterpiece of
medieval architecture, the cathedral has long been a destination for pilgrims and
seekers of faith. Visitors can join a variety of tours, from Tower and Library Tours
to behind-the-scenes explorations of the Works Yard, or enjoy a general guided
tour that brings the cathedral’s spiritual story to life.

Stop for lunch at Fisherton Mill, an old grain mill building built in 1880, it now
operates as an independent art gallery and shop, artists studios and has an
award-winning café.

In the afternoon and just 10 miles from the city centre, stands Stonehenge a
World Heritage Site and one of the world’s most enigmatic sacred monuments.
Long associated with ritual and ceremony, its orientation to the rising and setting
sun suggests a deep spiritual significance, whether linked to sun worship, an
astronomical calendar, or other ancient beliefs, it continues to be a place of
wonder and contemplation for visitors from around the globe.

To extend this itinerary consider visiting other England’s Historic Cities many of
which boast beautiful cathedrals and Abbey’s such as Bath Abbey, Carlisle
Cathedral, Chester Cathedral and in Lancaster, its Priory and Lancaster Castle.
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Looking for more inspiration for your multi-city itineraries? Take a look at our
full range of thematic itineraries here. These include:

e Northern Cities by Rail - featuring Chester, Lancaster, Carlisle, Durham, York

and Lincoln
e Southern Cities by Rail or Car - featuring Greenwich, Cambridge, Oxford,

i,
’““%"?%Lﬁﬁiﬁl Stratford-Upon-Avon, Bath and Salisbury
Durham'
Or simply use this trade guide to create your own bespoke packages by mix and
i matching 2-3 cities and relevant product to meet your own customers’
ﬁﬁ%m it requirements, using the following 5 themed suggested itineraries:
&

e Thinkers & Writers - featuring Oxford and Stratford-upon-Avon
Western Wonders - featuring Bath and Salisbury
Time Travellers - featuring Greenwich, Canterbury and Cambridge
Wall to Wall - featuring Chester, Lancaster and Carlisle
Treasure Trove - featuring York and Durham.

York

Canterbury

Salisbury



https://englandoriginals.com/travel-trade/suggested-itineraries-travel-trade/
https://englandoriginals.com/itineraries/thinkers-and-writers
https://englandoriginals.com/itineraries/thinkers-and-writers
https://englandoriginals.com/itineraries/western-wonders
https://englandoriginals.com/itineraries/time-travellers
https://englandoriginals.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/northern-cities-by-rail.pdf
https://englandoriginals.com/itineraries/wall-to-wall
https://englandoriginals.com/itineraries/treasure-trove/
https://englandoriginals.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/northern-cities-by-rail.pdf
https://englandoriginals.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/northern-cities-by-rail.pdf
https://englandoriginals.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/southern-cities-by-rail-or-car.pdf
https://englandoriginals.com/itineraries/thinkers-and-writers

